and dissemination of data on housing, building materials and techniques, and
adoption of measures to reduce house building costs. It also plays a key role in
addressing various issues of urban employment and poverty alleviation, including
provision of basic amenities to the urban poor and support for establishment of
micro-enterprises by skill development of the poor. My Ministry is the nodal
Ministry for the implementation of the Sub-Mission of Basic Services to the Urban
Poor (BSUP), Integrated Housing & Slum Development Programme (IHSDP)
under the flagship programme of the Government, the Jawharlal Nehru National
Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM), and now the new programme, of Rajiv Awas
Yojana (RAY).

3. In order to mitigate housing shortages and deficiencies in basic services to
slums and in consonance with the changing policy environment, my Mlnlstry has
made following endeavours:

* We have announced the National Housing and Habitat Policy, 2007 which
focuses on affordable housing for all with special emphasis on
economically weaker sections of the society. This Policy seeks to
emphasise public sector partnering with private sector and also
cooperative sector, the employees welfare housing sector and the
industrial-cum-labour housing sector.

» To cope with the lack of shelter and basic amenities to the urban poor that
have accompanied rapid urban growth, we have launched the Jawaharlal
Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) in 2005 with the
objective of undertaking integrated and holistic redevelopment of slums in









